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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MARCOS' BROTHER DEFENDS FILIPINA NURSES 

REF: (A) MANILA 8915 
(B) MANILA 9976 

1 . PRESIDENT MARCOS' YOUNGER BROTHER PACIFICO, OPENING 
A FUND RAISING DRIVE AUGUST 12 FOR DEFENSE OF FILIPINA 
NURSES NARCISO AND PEREZ FACING MURDER CHARGES IN DETROIT, 
CALLED ON THE FILIPINO PEOPLE TO RALLY BEHIND NATIONAL 
EFFORT TO DEFEND THE TWO IN THEIR "FIGHT FOR JUSTICE." 

DR. MARCOS, WHO IS CHAIRMAN OF MEDICARE, THE GOVERNMENT 
MEDICAL INSURANCE PROGRAM, WAS RECENTLY NAMED HEAD OF A 
"CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE" TO SPEARHEAD PHILIPPINE EFFORTS 
ON BEHALF OF THE NURSES. HIS REMARKS, WHICH WERE MADE 
BEFORE THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB, WERE GIVEN FRONT PAGE 
COVERAGE IN BOTH THE AUGUST 13 "TIMES JOURNAL" AND 
"BULLETIN TODAY" AND WERE CARRIED ON NATIONAL TV NEWS 
EVENING OF THE 12TH. 

2. DR. MARCOS REPORTEDLY SAID, "OUR CAMPAIGN FOR 
JUSTICE AT DETROIT IS NOT FOR FILIPINA AND LENORA ALONE. 
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IT IS FOR THE 17,000 FILIPINA NURSES IN THE US AND THE 
40,000 FILIPINA NURSES ALL OVER THE WORLD. IT IS FOR 
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EVERY FILIPINO PROFESSIONAL WHO IS THREATENED WITH 
INJUSTICE IN ANY COUNTRY BEYOND OUR SHORES. IT IS FOR 
THE FILIPINO." HE EMPHASIZED THE NEED TO RESTORE THE 
WORLD S CONFIDENCE IN FILIPINO PROFESSIONALS. AND "RE- 
DEEM OUR NATIONAL IMAGE. WHICH STANDS TARNISHED BY THE 
INJUSTICE AT DETROIT." DR. MARCOS WENT ON TO CRITICIZE 
THE FBI'S HANDLING OF THE CASE. HE DEPLORED THE HAND- 
CUFFING OF THE NURSES "LIKE HARDENED CRIMINALS" AND 
EXPRESSED REGRET OVER ALLEGATIONS THAT THE FBI TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF DEFENDANTS' IGNORANCE OF THE US LEGAL 
SYSTEM. HE CHARACTERIZED THE FBI'S CASE AGAINST THE 
NURSES AS BUILT ON CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE. "UNTIL 
NOW," HE SAID, "THE FBI HAS NOT ADVANCED ANY MOTIVE ON 
THE PART OF OUR TWO NURSES FOR THE ALLEGED MURDER." 

3. COMMENT: LOCAL PRESS TREATMENT OF NURSES' CASE HAS 
BERN RESTRAINED OVER THE PAST MONTH, INCLUDING SEVERAL 
FAVORABLE ARTICLES IN WHICH NURSES EXPRESSED EXPECTA- 
TIONS OF FAIR TRIAL, FOLLOWING EARLIER SPATE OF EMO- 
TIONAL, ANTI-AMERICAN COMMENT. HOWEVER, FILIPINOS 
REMAIN ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY INCREDULOUS THAT THEIR COM- 
PATRIOTS COULD BE GUILTY AS CHARGED, AND THE CASE WILL 
SURELY BE FOLLOWED CLOSELY IN THE PRESS ONCE THE 
TRIAL GETS UNDERWAY. THE RECENT INVOLVEMENT OF THE 
BROTHER OF PRESIDENT MARCOS IN THE 

DEFENSE EFFORT IS AN INDICATION OF THE MARCOS REGIME'S 
INTEREST IN EXPLOITING SUCH SENTIMENT BY PROJECTING 
ITSELF AS THE WHOLEHEARTED DEFENDER OF ITS BELEAGURED 
CITIZENS ABROAD. 

SULLIVAN 
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